A JOURNEY TO AND THROUGH THE SOLAR SYSTEM
GRADES: 4-5

Mrs. May

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Students – as you take this virtual field trip, please include one journal entry for each stop. You may write one interesting fact that you discovered at each stop or you may include a drawing with a title or label. Limit three drawings in your journal. There are 14 stops so you must complete 14 journal entries. You do not have to include an entry for each website, only one per stop. Stops on the virtual field trip are labeled 1-14. Enjoy your journey!

___________________________________________________________
1.   Solar System

·  The Solar System is composed of the Sun (star), eight planets, 162 moons, and asteroids and comets. Pluto has recently been renamed as a dwarf planet.  

· Watch the following video to be introduced to the solar system:
Introduction
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  * Comets, Asteroids, and Meteors
Dictionary
Click on the links to view descriptions and pictures.

· What is a comet? Comet
· What is an asteroid? Asteroid
· What is a meteor? Meteors & Meteorites
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.   The Sun
The Sun is the largest object in the solar system. Notice the temperature of the sun found 

in the last link.
SUN
Facts About the Sun
 The Sun - Overview and Pictures
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A brief video introduction to the sun:

SUN


________________________________________________________________

4.   Watch the video to be introduced to the inner and outer planets:

Inner and Outer Planets
___________________________________________________________

5.  The Inner Planets

The inner planets include:
Mercury
Venus
Earth
Mars
At the bottom of every page, there is a link to more photos

_________________________________________________________________________________________________k them out!
6.  The Outer Planets

The outer planets include:
· Jupiter
· Saturn
· Uranus
· Neptune
· Pluto
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Distance from the Sun

Visit the following site to investigate the distance 

from the sun to each planet.
World Almanac for Kids
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  To learn some interesting facts about the Solar System, visit the following website:
Fascinating Facts
Thing to find out:

· What is the smallest planet?

· What is the largest planet?

· What is the warmest planet?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Enjoy the different views of 

Earth and the Moon
Earth and Moon Viewer
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  Size of Earth

Observe the size of Earth compared to the other planets:
The Size Of Our World
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  Technology and Space

· Scientist use many different tools and technologies to learn more about space.

· The Hubble Telescope orbits the Earth every 97 minutes. Read to find out more about the Hubble Telescope: Main Hubble Page
· Scientists use space probes to collect data. To find out how space probes work and to learn if they return to the Earth, please visit:  Space Probes
· Mars Exploration Rover allows scientist to study the rock and soil of Mars. Mars Exploration Rover 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  International Space Station

The International Space Station is a vital part of space exploration. Please look at 15 images from the international space station:
Pictures of international space station 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Visit four planets of your choice to see more photos:

Planetary Photojournal
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14.  Test Your Knowledge

Interactive Quiz
· Please record your answers

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Websites and Resources
· http://www.apples4theteacher.com/starwarp2.html 

· http://www.kids.nineplanets.org/
· http://www.seds.org/nineplanets/nineplanets/
· http://www.kidsastronomy.com 

· http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/StarChild.html 

· http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/kids/ 

·  http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Kids/space.html 

· http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/space.html 

· http://www.frontiernet.net/~kidpower/astronomy.html 

· http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/index.html 

· http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/vplanet.html 

· http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/Tower/1217/space.html 

· http://panoramas.dk/
· http://www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/palmasola/literalprac2.htm 

· http://www.dustbunny.com/afk/planets/earth/ 

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/classroom/quiz/solarsystem.shtml 

· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/solarsystem/ax/low.html?2d 

· http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?Object=SolarSys&Display=Kids 

· http://sse.jpl.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?Object=Mercury 

· http://hubblesite.org/reference_desk/glossary/index.php?range=h-k 

· http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/glossary_level1/glossary_text.html#telescope 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_Exploration_Rover 
